
 

 

 

Marine Protection Regulations 2014 
 

 

What you need to know.. 



 

)ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ 

 
The Marine Protection Regulations 2014 provide for the regulation of fishing, diving and other marine related activities within 

British Gibraltar Territorial Waters (BGTW). The Regulations will be effective as from the 1
ǎǘ 
January 2015. 

 

The Department of the Environment is the lead authority that will manage the permitting process under these Regulations. 

There are 10 different classes of permits, each subject to its own conditions. 

 

Permits are issued by the Department of the Environment and it is an offence to try to imitate or alter them. All permits are 

non-transferable and lending or allowing another person to use your permit is an offence. 

 

The Department of the Environment may, at any time, limit the number of permits issued under any class if it is satisfied that 

it is necessary in order to protect the marine environment and resources from significant harm. Similarly it may revoke or 

suspend issued permits under certain conditions.  

 

 

You must carry your permit on you at all times within BGTW and produce it when requested by a police officer or 

warden. Failure to do so, or to adhere to any of the conditions of your permit will constitute an offence.  
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3ÕÍÍÁÒÙ ÏÆ 0ÅÒÍÉÔ 4ÙÐÅÓ 
 

Class A: Fishing with longlines   3 

Class B: Recreational fishing with rod and line 4  

Class C: Spearfishing     7 

Class D: Fishing competitions   7 

Class E: Sport fishing operator   8 

Class F: Diving     8 

Class G: Diving operator    9 

Class H: Dolphin tour operator   9 

Class J: Species in need of strict protection  10 

Class K: Tuna      11 
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#ÌÁÓÓ ! - &ÉÓÈÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÌÏÎÇÌÉÎÅÓ 

 

Who is allowed to fish with these? 

Anyone with a Class A permit is permitted to fish with      

longlines. The permit is only for the listed owner of the vessel 

and only for use from that same vessel. 

 

Once I have a Class A permit, are there any re-

strictions on how I can fish with longlines? 

The use of longlines is allowed subject to the following   

technical requirements: 

 

¶ Maximum hooks allowed on a long line are as follows: 

 

Ý Hook sizes 14-12 (max 600) or; 

Ý Hook sizes 11-8 (max 600) or; 

Ý Hook sizes 4-7 (max 300) or; 

Ý Hook sizes 3-2 (max 300). 

 

¶ Live baiting is not allowed save that this condition may 

be waived in relation to certain species, such waiver 

being set out in the permit itself;  

 

¶ Maximum Soak time is 12 hours; 

 

¶ Long lines must use a buoy to allow specific             

identification of the vessel deploying the long line;  

¶ Transhipment of catches between vessels is prohibited.  

 

What is a total allowable catch and what does this mean for 

me? 

A total allowable catch (TAC) will be set for individual species. 

This is the total catch for that species which has been 

deemed sustainable by the Department of the Environment in 

consultation with the Nature  Conservancy Council, for any 

given year. This figure will be reviewed in the light of data 

collected by the Department of the Environment. Once the 

TAC has been reached, no more fishing for that species will 

be allowed. 

How will the Authority keep track of what is being 

caught? 

You must keep a record of every fish caught using longlines 

and report this to the Department of the Environment at the 

end of each month.  All catches must conform to minimum 

sizes as set out in Schedule 4 of the Regulations. There is to 

be no transfer of catches between vessels. 

 

Permit application requirements 

¶ Identification 

¶ Photograph (compliant with passport standards) 

¶ Evidence that the applicant is 16 or over  

¶ Vessel documentation 
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Conditions 

 

A Class B permit shall be subject to the following   
conditions: 
 

¶ the maximum length of a fully assembled rod must 

not exceed 5 metres; 

¶ no more than: 

 

Ý 2 rods or lines may be used at any one time 
per permit holder; 

Ý 6 rods or lines may be used from a vessel 
at any one time; 

 

¶ there shall be a maximum number of 12 hooks in 

total, with the exception of lures, save that this 
condition may be waived in relation to certain 
species, such waiver being set out in the permit 
itself; 

¶ all catches must conform with the minimum fish 

sizes stipulated in Schedule 4. These are       
contained in the Species Identification Booklet; 

¶ such conditions as are imposed in relation to the 

collection of species in need of special protection 
measures; 

¶ no more than 2 electric reels shall be allowed; 

¶ a record of fish caught or taken shall be kept by 

the permit holder and made available for        
inspection by the Authority on request; 

¶ fishing in the hatched areas within the Marine 

Conservation Zones is prohibited (see  no fishing 
zones overleaf). 
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Do I need a permit to fish with recreational fishing methods 

such as rods or lines?  

 
Yes. Fishing with rods or lines from the shore or from a 

vessel  requires a class B permit. 

Resident and non-resident permits 

 

Residents may apply for a full Class B permit whereas    

non-residents may apply for temporary Class B permits.  

 

Full class B Permits are valid for a period of 3 years.  

Temporary permits are valid for a period of 2 weeks. Upon 

expiry, applicants will not be able to re-apply for a period of 

3 months. A total of 20 Class B permits will be in operation 

at any one point in time.   

 

Permit application requirements 

¶ Identification 

¶ Photograph (compliant with passport standards) 

¶ Evidence that the applicant is 14 or over  

¶ Vessel documentation (if applicable) 
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